
General Overview

About the Project:

In 2019, the Province of British Columbia (BC) released its poverty reduction strategy: TogetherBC:
British Columbia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy. The strategy sets targets to reduce overall poverty in
BC by at least 25%, and the child poverty rate by at least 50%, by 2024.

 
The Province has provided $5 mill ion over three years through the Poverty Reduction Planning
& Action program to support local governments in helping to reduce poverty. As a result of
this funding, the Town of Ladysmith received a grant to develop a plan, in partnership with
Social Planning Cowichan and a Working Group of community partners, that sets both priority
actions on poverty reduction and identifies actions specific to the needs of Ladysmith and
Stz'uminus residents.
 

With your involvement, we can look directly at issues of poverty in our community and
together create an action plan to help make a difference for those in our community needing
support. You can learn more about the project here.

POVERTY CHALLENGE GUIDELINES

 The purpose of these challenges is to give those who do not live in poverty an
opportunity to experience, in a small way, some of the challenges and limitations
those who do live in poverty experience on a daily basis.
 The circumstances of everyone will vary. We look forward to sharing a discussion
around how these challenges impacted your day-to-day planning and decision
making, and consider solutions to how we can address these challenges locally.
 We encourage you to keep a reflective journal of your experience and bring it
with you to the virtual debrief session on Friday, April 9, 2021 from 12pm to 1:30pm.

Introduction & Purpose:

COVID-19 Disclaimer: During the COVID-19 pandemic, we ask that you are
extra careful while completing your Poverty Challenges. Your safety is most
important. It is recommended that you complete your challenges only with
members of your household bubble and where possible, limit in-person
interactions. If you do encounter others, maintain a distance of 6 feet, wear a
mask and use hand sanitizer when entering and exiting establishments. Please
follow the Provincial Government’s current Public Health Orders at all times.

www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/initiatives-plans-strategies/poverty-reduction-strategy/togetherbc.pdf
https://www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca/about-the-project
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restrictions#masks
http://www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca/


Campers Corner to Save-On-Foods = 3.2 km
Timberlands Rd to Ladysmith Secondary School = 20.1 km
Stz’uminus Health Centre to Ladysmith Health Centre = 16.1 km 
Elliott Beach to Ladysmith Resource Centre Association = 17.5 km

*Taking the Bus: If you choose not to take the bus, please consider
completing a planning exercise where you select an errand and calculate
the time it would take to use transit. This would include planning where you
would need to walk to catch the bus, where you would be dropped off in
relation to your destination and back again. 

Living where public transit isn’t an option: Imagine if you lived in an
area without public transit as an option. This is reality for residents living in
many parts of our community, including Timberlands Rd, Campers Corner,
Elliot Beach neighbourhoods or Stz’uminus community.

Some example distances (one way):

Guidelines: The purpose of this challenge is to get around without the use of a personal vehicle. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, this means walking, riding a bike or taking the bus. 

You are welcome to track your progress in the Public/Active Transportation Reflective Journal found here.

Plan Trips and Errands: During your 3-day challenge, in addition to going to school and/or work, we
encourage you to purposefully plan trips and errands that you typically may do during a 3-day period in
order to fully appreciate the experience. 

 grocery shopping (and back home with your grocery bags!).
 scheduling a banking appointment.
 a visit to the Frank Jameson Community Centre.
 a trip to Transfer Beach.
 picking up a prescription at the pharmacy.
 attending a medical appointment at the Community Health Centre.
 going to the library.
 dropping off a parcel or letter at the post office.
 visiting a store, coffee shop or restaurant downtown or at the Coronation Mall. 
 any other regular activity you might do… you get the idea! 

 take the bus for at least one of your trips*. 
 reflect on how it would feel getting around when it’s dark, raining, snowing, icy, etc.
 consider how you would get to an appointment or visit a family member or friend in
Nanaimo, Duncan or Victoria.

This could include:

You’re also encouraged to:

COVID-19 Disclaimer: 

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
ride share and hitch-hiking is not
an option but in reality happens
out of necessity. During this
Poverty Challenge, please do not
share rides or hitch-hike with
anyone who is not in your
household bubble. If you choose to
take the bus, you must wear a
mask for the entire duration of
your bus ride, including entering
and exiting the bus. The COVID-19
rules for using BC Transit are
found here.
 

Goal: To use only active or public transportation
for three days. This includes public transit (bus),
walking, cycling, skate boarding, etc.

ACTIVE/PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGE GUIDELINES:

 

Click here for Local
Transportation Resources

including local bus
information and access to

the Accessibility Map.
 

www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca

https://www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca/poverty-challenge-resources
https://www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca/poverty-challenge-resources
https://www.bctransit.com/covid-19/bus-etiquette
https://www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca/poverty-challenge-resources
https://d857364a-74c7-496c-9251-e54eb6474ed8.filesusr.com/ugd/c28b2b_76e7265df3e0433aaabf1ec633179c60.pdf
http://www.communitytogethertoendpoverty.ca/

